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Council net pension liability: 

£780.831m (PY £998.57m)
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Minimum Revenue Provision -

£8.027m (PY £6.634m)

•

•

•

Business rates appeals provision-

£1.593m (PY £2.583m)
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Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations


A separate report has been produced by the Grant Thornton IT auditor 

identifying some deficiencies in arrangements and this has been 

circulated to Those Charged With Governance.

See separate report for detailed findings and recommendations. Recommendations are 

summarised at Appendix A of this report for completeness.

IT system
Level of assessment 

performed  

Overall ITGC 

rating

ITGC control area rating

Security 

management

Technology acquisition, 

development and 

maintenance

Technology 

infrastructure

Northgate
Detailed ITGC assessment 

(design effectiveness only)    

SAP
Detailed ITGC assessment 

(design effectiveness only)    

and 

Assessment

 Significant deficiencies identified in IT controls relevant to the audit of financial statements  

 Non-significant deficiencies identified in IT controls relevant to the audit of financial statements / significant deficiencies identified but with sufficient mitigation of relevant risk

 IT controls relevant to the audit of financial statements judged to be effective at the level of testing in scope

 Not in scope for testing
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Transparency report 2020 
(grantthornton.co.uk)

https://www.grantthornton.co.uk/globalassets/1.-member-firms/united-kingdom/pdf/annual-reports/transparency-report-2020.pdf
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Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations

1.


•

•

•

•

•

Assessment

 Significant deficiency – ineffective control/s creating risk of significant misstatement within financial statements and / or directly impact on the planned financial audit approach.

 Deficiency – ineffective control/s creating risk of inconsequential misstatement within financial statements and not directly impacting on the planned financial audit approach

 Improvement opportunity – improvement to control, minimal risk of misstatement within financial statements and no direct impact on the planned financial audit approach
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Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations

2.

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3.
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Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations

4.


•

5.


•

•



Public

31

Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations

6.

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Assessment Issue and risk Recommendations

8.


•
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✓ Note 4 Critical Judgements

The disclosure note includes items which are not considered material and critical 

to the compilation of the financial statements and does not fully explain what the 

judgement itself is. The note should not be a description of the accounting policy.

Note 17 Investment Property

Investment properties are required to be revalued annually in accordance with the 

CIPFA Code. At 31 March 2021 there were investment properties totalling £4.7m 

which had not been subject to revaluation.

✓ Note 36 Related Party Transactions

We have identified weaknesses in management’s arrangements for capturing 

related party transactions within the Council and for carrying out a full assessment 

of whether control exists between bodies. The process for capturing Member’s 

interests also requires revisiting, including to obtain confirmation if there is no 

change from the prior year.

✓ GRNI accruals (Repeat recommendation from 2019/20 – see Appendix B)

Audit testing of GRNI accruals identified items that should have been cleared out 

as paid and should not be reported as creditors. 

IT General controls

A separate IT Audit Findings Report has been produced containing eleven 

recommendations to improve the design effectiveness of the IT General Controls 

as they affect the financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2021. Each of 

the eleven recommendations were agreed with management with actions.  

✓
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